EVENTS

SLAVKO SPLICHAL WINS THE MEDIA AND DEMOCRACY
KAROL JAKUBOWICZ AWARD 2023

Datafication of Public Opinion and the Public Sphere: How Extraction Replaced
Expression of Opinion (London, New York: Anthem Press, 2022) - a recent book
by Slavko Splichal received the Media and Democracy Karol Jakubowicz Award
2023. A special Media and Democracy Karol Jakubowicz Award 2023 was
awarded to Jolanta Kurska for her book Wieczny powrdt Dreyfusa (Eng. Dreyfus:
A Perpetual Comeback; Warszawa: Wydawnictwo Akademickie Dialog, 2022).
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How Extraction Replaced
Expression of Opinion

SLAVKO SPLICHAL ﬁ
Photo 1. Book cover of Splichal S. (2022). Photo 2. Professor Slavko Splichal.
Datafication of Public Opinion and Source: The Slovenian Academy
the Public Sphere: How Extraction of Sciences and Arts (SASA).

Replaced Expression of Opinion.
London, New York: Anthem Press.

The Selection Committee argues that the recent book by Slavko Splichal
is an excellent example of turning existing studies and empirical data into new
critical normative conceptualisations. The monograph Datafication of Public
Opinion and the Public Sphere explains risks and opportunities for democracy
in digital and data-driven societies through an in-depth theory review from
a wide range of existing sociological and political sciences. The monograph has
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a high potential to contribute to media and democracy as the societal contexts
of algorithms and data become crucial to understanding the power of high
technologies in shaping public discourse and fostering democratic delibera-
tions. At a time when democracy is being challenged, regardless of geography
and the traditional divisions between Western and emerging democracies
in the Global South, Splichal’s book is particularly topical. Moreover, it has
successfully transformed a multi-layered analytical approach into a narrative
that appeals to everyone.

JOLANTA KURSKA

WIECZNY
POWROT
DREYFUSA

Photo 3. Book cover of Kurska J. (2022). Wieczny powrét
Dreyfusa. Warszawa: Wydawnictwo Akademickie Dialog.

Slavko Splichal is a Professor of Communication and Public Opinion at the
Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia and an associate
member of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts. Slavko Splichal is the
founder and director of the European Institute for Communication and Culture—
based in Ljubljana—and the scholarly journal Javnost-The Public. Splichal’s research
interests include communication theory, media politics, public opinion, and
communication research methods and he is also an expert in examining media
and democracy in Central and Eastern Europe and beyond. Furthermore, Slavko
Splichal acknowledges the impact of Karol Jakubowicz’s research in the Prologue,
which summarises the author’s longitudinal scientific interests.

Moreover, the Selection Committee awards the excellence of Wieczny powrét
Dreyfusa (Eng. Dreyfus: A Perpetual Comeback), a book by Jolanta Kurska, with
a special Media and Democracy Karol Jakubowicz Award 2023.
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The publication was acknowledged for raising awareness about where the
sources of polarization in society lie and as a warning sign that the Dreyfus
Affair is universal. Therefore, the Committee notes that the theme of this collec-
tion of essays meets the idea of the Award and needs further dissemination.

The Award Ceremony took place on May 15, 2023, during the opening of the
scientific conference Studia i Perspektywy Medioznawcze (Eng. Media Studies:
Research and Perspectives), organized by the Institute of Journalism and Social
Communication at the University of Wroctaw, Poland).

Every year, the Media and Democracy Karol Jakubowicz Award recog-
nizes original methodologies and the societal impact of scholarly publica-
tions in media systems, media policies, media ethics, and public service media
in Central and Eastern Europe, and beyond. A full list of this year’s nomi-
nees can be found on the Award’s website: https://www.ptks.pl/en/awards/
the-media-and-democracy-karol-jakubowicz-award.

Photo 4. The Award Ceremony in Wroclaw, Poland, on May 15, 2023: prof. Michat
Glowacki, prof. Iwona Hofman, dr Jolanta Kurska (on stage, left to right);
prof. R. Eugene Parta, prof. Slavko Splichal (online, top to bottom).
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Photo by: Jacek Mikucki, University of Warsaw, Poland.

On behalf of the Committee and all the stakeholders, we warmly congratu-
late the Winners and the Nominees!

Dagmara Sidyk-Furman and Michat Glowacki
UNIVERSITY OF WARSAW, POLAND
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